6                            THE    INDIAN    HERITAGE

The first definite date which helps to fix Indian chro-
nology was the invasion of Alexander in 326 B.C. Alex-
ander did not penetrate far into India but as a result of
his invasion, a great deal of information about India became
available to the western world. He had brought with him
a number of Greek philosophers, scientists and historians,
Aristotle, it is said, wished to discuss with an Indian philo-
sopher the Indian solution to problems of metaphysics.
There is a legend that Alexander took away with him a
number of Indian scholars to satisfy the wish of his teacher,
It is certain that the earlier contacts between western Asia
and India were further developed as a result of Alexander's
invasion.

The first empire in Indian history was established almost
immediately after Alexander's withdrawal. There are earlier
references to empires which unified India but these are
based on myth and legend and we have no historical record,
about them. Chandragupta Maurya was on the other hand
a historical figure and organised a vast empire which stretch-
ed from Afghanistan to the borders of Bengal. He maintain-
ed a large and well-equipped army and introduced the
system of government by commissions. Separate commis-
sions and committees were in charge of clearly demarcated
functions of administration. Special measures were taken
for the development of agriculture, crafts and commerce.
He received envoys from foreign kings and we have in the
report of Megasthenes the Greek, the first foreign account
of Indian life and institutions. It is held that many of .the
innovations in government were introduced by the Prime
Minister, Chanakya, who has been identified with Kautilya
the author of the first Indian treatise on economics and
politics.

Under Chandragupta's grandson, Asoka, almost the
whole of India was brought under the sway of the Mauryan
empire. Asoka has left edicts in different parts of India
containing  exhortations  to  his  people. He   is  reported